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A Brief History
Earth Day started as an event aimed to promote environmentally safe policies and educate the public on
sustainable living. “The first Earth Day was conceived by Senator Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin as an
environmental teach-in,” but despite seemingly humble beginnings, many participated, and it grew
exponentially (Times). It was estimated that 20 million Americans, 10% of the U.S. population at the time,
celebrated the first Earth Day. Later, it was adopted as a global event (Earth Day). Now, it has become the
biggest civic event globally, with over a billion people celebrating annually.

This Year’s Theme
For this year, climate change has been selected as the focus. This is because the committee believes,
“Climate change represents the biggest challenge to the future of humanity and the life-support systems that
make our world habitable.” (Earth Day) Climate change has been of particular concern lately as many posit
that global temperatures are higher than ever before. This anniversary is also of increased global importance,
as, “At the end of 2020, nations will be expected to increase their national commitments to the 2015 Paris
Agreement on climate change, so the time is now for citizens to call for greater global ambition to tackle our
climate crisis.” (Earth Day) This call to action may define the future of how we combat environmentally
harmful practices.

Why Is This Initiative Important?
For many, Earth Day symbolizes global camaraderie to solve issues of climate change, lessening biodiversity
and the creation of sustainable living practices, among various other concerns. As these newsletters seek to
convey, there are many ways to become personally involved in cultivating green habits in everyday life.
However, there is only so much that can be done alone. From the large and difficult endeavor of advocating
for systemic change, to the lesser problem of a community project, Earth Day provides an opportunity to join
together with other concerned citizens to make this world a better place.

What You Can Do This Earth Day?
If you are interested in getting involved and celebrating, the EarthDay.org website lists available events
nationwide. These range from teach-ins, rallies and volunteer opportunities. However, you don’t need an
official event to enjoy Earth Day. Planting native wildflowers, cleaning your local community of litter and
learning how to conserve natural resources all contribute positively to preserving our world.
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