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	TREE OF HEAVEN & LANTERNFLY
	A Problem Pair

	Environmental Message June 2026
	Did you know? When the tree of heaven (Ailanthus altissima) first arrived in America in the late 1700s, people thought they’d found the perfect urban tree. It was fast-growing, pollution-tolerant, and hardy in poor soil. It was planted along city streets all over, but that “miracle tree” didn’t stay polite. Its roots cracked sidewalks, its seedlings popped up everywhere, and it crowded out native plants. It’s also the favorite host of the invasive spotted lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula), giving the pest a foothold across the country’s ROW, rail corridors, and utility easements.


