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• Plants that may cause burns, rashes, eye irritaƟ on, or respiratory issues
• Whether mowing, cuƫ  ng, or chipping could aerosolize irritaƟ ng 

compounds
• Required PPE, including gloves, eye protecƟ on, sleeves, respiratory 

protecƟ on, or wash protocols
• Safe handling and disposal methods
• Areas where dense invasive vegetaƟ on limits visibility, fooƟ ng, escape 

routes, or access within the ROW

Environmental Safety Starts with Shared Awareness Environmental Safety Starts with Shared Awareness  
Environmental Message - August 2026

Invasive species management starts before the fi rst cut, mow, spray, or access route is used. Crews, planners, 
foresters, contractors, and environmental teams each bring a diff erent perspecƟ ve to the job site. When those 
perspecƟ ves are shared during planning and pre-job briefi ngs, teams are beƩ er prepared to protect sensiƟ ve 
areas, avoid spreading invasive species, reduce exposure to hazardous plants, and maintain safe access for 
vegetaƟ on management work.

PrevenƟ on is the fi rst and most eff ecƟ ve step. Invasive plants can move on Ɵ res, 
trucks, boots, mats, tools, brush, soil, and plant fragments. Before entering or 
leaving a site, teams should understand whether they are working in or near a 
permiƩ ed area, wetland, high-quality habitat, restoraƟ on area, pollinator site, or 
known invasive species infestaƟ on.

Preven  on: Stop the Spread Before It Starts

Relevant BMP examples include inspecƟ ng and cleaning vehicles, equipment, 
clothing, footwear, and gear when moving from infested to uninfested areas, and 
avoiding cleaning near waterways where material could spread downstream.

A simple reminder for crews: 
Don’t move the problem. 

Seeds, soil, or plant fragments 
carried on equipment, boots, or 
tools can spread invasive plants 
and create a new infesta  on at 

the next work site.

Protec  on During Control: Protect People and Maintain Safe Work Condi  ons
Some invasive species create direct safety risks. Crews may encounter plants that cause skin irritaƟ on, burns, 
respiratory irritaƟ on, allergic reacƟ ons, puncture wounds, or visibility/access issues. During control work, the 
goal is not only to remove or manage the plant, but to protect the people doing the work.

• Known invasive species in or near the work area
• LocaƟ on(s) of sensiƟ ve or high biodiversity value areas 
• Equipment cleaning expectaƟ ons
• Access routes, staging areas, and parking locaƟ ons
• Disposal or containment expectaƟ ons for plant material, soil, or debris

Pre-job briefi ngs should include:

Pre-job briefi ngs should iden  fy:



Invasive species safety starts with shared awareness. Before work begins, teams should discuss which invasive 
species are present, where they occur, and how planned acƟ viƟ es could aff ect or spread them. Seeds, soil, and 
plant fragments can be carried on equipment, boots, and tools, while some species may also pose direct health 
or safety risks to workers.

Crews, planners, foresters, contractors, and environmental teams all play a role in idenƟ fying risks early, 
communicaƟ ng sensiƟ ve areas, and selecƟ ng work pracƟ ces that protect people, the ROW, and surrounding 
habitats. Including invasive species in the pre-job conversaƟ on helps teams prepare for site-specifi c hazards, 
prevent accidental spread, and keep small infestaƟ ons from becoming larger problems. Shared awareness 
makes invasive species management part of the team’s overall safety and environmental responsibility.

On sites with heavy or widespread invasive species presence, eradicaƟ on 
is oŌ en not feasible, and one crew visit is unlikely to solve the problem. 
Eff ecƟ ve management may require repeated treatments to achieve long-term 
suppression or containment. Success oŌ en depends on coordinated, site-specifi c 
management eff orts among uƟ liƟ es, landowners, agencies, conservaƟ on groups, 
municipaliƟ es, and other regional partners.

Management: Partner Where Invasives Are Already Established

Key Takeaways

• The locaƟ on and idenƟ ty of invasive species present
• Whether infestaƟ ons appear isolated or widespread
• What species may need follow-up treatment
• Whether access, Ɵ ming, permiƫ  ng, or partner coordinaƟ on is needed
• Whether treatment could support broader IVM, habitat, pollinator, or

ROW restoraƟ on goals

Pre-job briefi ngs can support eradica  on by documen  ng:

Resources: Learn More About Invasive Species and Ways to Enhance Habitat on ROW
• UAA: ConsideraƟ ons for Management of Structurally CompaƟ ble Species (Non-NaƟ ve, Noxious, Or 

Invasive)
• UAA: Habitat Enhancing Seed Blends
• Pollinator Partnership: PrevenƟ ng the Spread of Invasive Plants: Best Management PracƟ ces for 

TransportaƟ on and UƟ lity Corridors
• Early DetecƟ on and DistribuƟ on Mapping System (EDDMapS): Invasive Species Tracking

https://www.gotouaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/PP240302-UAA-Management-of-Structurally-Compatible-Species_8pg_v2.pdf
https://member.gotouaa.org/store/ListProducts.aspx?catid=1051925&ftr=
https://www.pollinator.org/pollinator.org/assets/generalFiles/TransportationUtilityCorridorsPreventionBMPs.pdf
https://www.eddmaps.org/



